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In Aragao's Document, No. 96 of 1668, mention is made
of coinage at Goa from " sadis/'" abacis," and other silver
pieces, taken as prize from the Arab fleet by D. Jeronymo
Manuel. The silver of the sadi was very base, for to
every mark of it two ounces of refined silver had to be
added to make ten ounces of standard silver, namely, that
of the current xerafins. This piece is said by Teixeira
in his Kings of Persia, written at Hormuz, to have been
"just half a real."16 Da Cunha in Contributions to the
Study of Indo-Portuguese Numismatics, also mentions
under the year 1618 "Salares," Persian coins from
Hormuz, in value about 90 reis each.

In the first half of the sixteenth century the Venetian
sequin was valued at seven tangas, of 60 reis each, the
pardao douro or pagoda at six, air! the xerafim of Hormuz
at five: the two last with the silver tanga continued to
form the bulk of the gold and silver currency in Goa
until the minting of the gold S. Thom6 between 1545
and 1548.17 The first disturbance of these values appears
to have been caused by the issue of a patacao of bad
silver in 1550 as the equivalent of the pagoda; its
coinage was stopped in 1566, but the relief obtained was
short as two years later debased silver xerafins of 300
reis were struck in Cochin (Aragao Doct., No. 9).

10 Teixeira's Travels, p. 214. The shfihf at Basra was of the value of
the real sexille, ibid,, p, 30. Thus 100 Hormuz dmta equalled approxi-
mately 25 Persian.

17 [1510- 71545] " e por auer muita moeda de pard&os douro, xerafins,
tangas laaris, que vinhao dor muz, nao quisera mandar laurar mais que
esta moeda de cobre pela muita abastanga que da outra auia."

"e nunca ate* entao [1545-8] nhfl. destes Visorreis e governadores
entenderilo no lauramento da moeda douro nem prata, vendo qua auia
muita bastan$a della, e vallia ha pardao redondo seis tangas laarins,
e nfl xerafim dormuz oinquo, e ha venezeano sete," (Aragao, Doct.,
No. 9, pp. 459,460.)
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